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This responds to your March 3, 2004, request for a list of threatened and endangered-sped hat
may occur in the vicinity of the Statewide Water Quality Consultation project in eastern
Washington. Please use the above reference number for all future correspondence regarding this
project.

We have reviewed the information you provided. Our records indicate that the following listed,
proposed, and candidate species, and designated and proposed critical habitat, may occur in the
vicinity of the project and could potentially be affected by it:

Endangered

Woodland caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou)
Pygmy rabbit (Brachylagus idahoensis)
Showy stickseed (Hackelia venusta)(Endangered), plant
Wenatchee Mountains checkermallow (Sidalcea oregana var. calva), plant

Threatened

Gray wolf (Canis lupus)
Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus)
Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis)
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Grizzly bear (Ursus arctos = U.a. horribilis)
Marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus marmoratus)
Northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina)

Spalding's catchfly (Silene spaldingii), plant
Ute ladies'-tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis), plant
Water howellia (Howellia aquatilis), plant

Designated

Critical habitat for the northern spotted owl
Critical habitat for Wenatchee Mountains checkermallow (Sidalcea oregana var. calva),

plant

Proposed

Critical habitat for bull trout

Candidate Animals

Columbia spotted frog (Rana luteiventris) Great Basin population- south of the Snake
River

Mardon skipper (butterfly) (Polites mardon)
Oregon spotted frog (Rana pretiosa)
Washington ground squirrel (Spermophilus washingtoni)
Western sage grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus phaios)
Yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus)

Candidate Plants
Basalt daisy (Erigeron basalticus)
Northern wormwood (Artemisia campestris var. warmskioldii)
Slender moonwort (Botrychium lineare)
Umtanum desert buckwheat (Eriogonum codium)
White Bluffs bladder-pod (Lesquerella tuplashensis)

Federal agencies must meet their responsibilities under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (Act), as outlined in Enclosure A. Enclosure A includes a discussion of the
contents of a Biological Assessment (BA), which provides an analysis of the impacts of the
project on listed and proposed species, and designated and proposed critical habitat. Preparation
of a BA is required for all major construction projects. Even if a BA is not prepared, potential
project effects on listed and proposed species should be addressed in the environmental review
for this project. Federal agencies may designate, in writing, a non-federal representative to
prepare a BA. However, the involved federal agency retains responsibility for the BA, its
adequacy, and ultimate compliance with section 7 of the Act.



Preparation of a BA would be prudent when listed or proposed species, or designated or
proposed critical habitat, occur within the project area. Should the BA determine that a listed
species is likely to be affected by the project, the involved federal agency should request section
7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service). If a proposed species is likely
to be jeopardized or if proposed critical habitat is likely to be adversely modified by the project,
regulations require conferencing between the involved federal agency and the Service. If the BA
concludes that the project will have no effect on any listed or proposed species, we would
appreciate receiving a copy for our information.

Candidate species receive no protection under the Act, but are included for your use during
planning of the project. Candidate species could be formally proposed and listed during project
planning, thereby falling within the scope of section 7 of the Act. Protection provided to these
species now may preclude possible listing in the future. If evaluation of the subject project
indicates that it is likely to adversely impact a candidate species, we encourage you to modify the
project to minimize/avoid these impacts.

Several species of anadromous fishes that have been listed by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) may occur in the project area. Please contact NMFS in Seattle, Washington, at
(206) 526-6150, in Portland, Oregon, at (503) 231-2319, or in Boise, Idaho, at (208) 378-5696 to
request a list of these species

If you would like information concerning state listed species or species of concern, you may
contact the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, at (360) 902-2543, for fish and wildlife
species; or the Washington Department of Natural Resources, at (360) 902-1667, for plant
species.

This letter fulfills the requirements of the Service under section 7 of the Act. Should the project
plans change significantly, or if the project is delayed more than 90 days, you should request an
update to this response.

Thank you for your efforts to protect our nation's species and their habitats. If you have any
questions concerning the above information, please contact Carrie Cordova at (509)893-8022.

Sincerely,

Supervisor

Enclosure

c:

	

WDFW, Regions 1,2,3 & 5
WNHP, Olympia



Enclosure A

Responsibility of Federal Agencies under Section 7
of the Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a) - Consultation/Conferencing

Requires: 1) Federal agencies to utilize their authorities to carry out programs to conserve
endangered and threatened species;

2) Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) when a federal
action may affect a listed species to ensure that any action authorized, funded, or
carried out by a federal agency will not jeopardize the continued existence of
listed species, or result in destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.
The process is initiated by the federal agency after determining that the action may
affect a listed species; and

) Conferencmg with the Service when a federal action may jeopardize the continued
existence of a proposed species, or result in destruction or adverse modification of
proposed critical habitat.

Section 7(c) - Biological Assessment for Major Construction Activities

Requires federal agencies or their designees to prepare a Biological Assessment (BA) for major
construction activities'. The BA analyzes the effects of the action, including indirect effects and
effects of interrelated or interdependent activities, on listed and proposed species, and designated
and proposed critical habitat. The process begins with a request to the Service for a species list.
If the BA is not initiated within 90 days of receipt of the species list, the accuracy of the list
should be verified with the Service. The BA should be completed within 180 days after its
initiation (or within such a time period as is mutually agreeable between the Service and the
involved. federal agency). No irreversible commitment of resources is to be made during the BA
process that forecloses reasonable and prudent alternatives for the project that could protect listed
and proposed species. Project planning, design, and administrative actions may proceed,
however, no construction may begin.

We recommend the following for inclusion in a BA: an onsite inspection of the area to be
affected by the proposal, which may include a detailed survey of the area to determine if listed or
proposed species are present; a review of pertinent literature and scientific data to determine the
species' distribution, habitat needs, and other biological requirements; interviews with experts,
including those within the Service, state conservation departments, universities, and others who
may have data not yet published in scientific literature; an analysis of the effects of the proposal
on the species in terms of individuals and populations, including consideration of cumulative
effects of the proposal on the species and its habitat; and an analysis of alternative actions
considered. The BA should document the results of the impacts analysis, including a discussion



of study methods used, any problems encountered, and other relevant information. The BA
should conclude whether or not any listed species may be affected, proposed species may be
jeopardized, or critical habitat may be adversely modified by the project. Upon completion, the
BA should be forwarded to the Service.

Major concerns that should be addressed in a BA for listed and proposed animal species include:

1. Level of use of the project area by the species, and amount or location of critical habitat;

2. Effect(s) of the project on the species' primary feeding, breeding, and sheltering areas;

3. Impacts from project construction and implementation (e.g., increased noise levels,
increased human activity and/or access, loss or degradation of habitat) that may result in
disturbance to the species and/or their avoidance of the project area or critical habitat.

Major concerns that should be addressed in a BA for listed or proposed plant species include:

1. Distribution of the taxon in the project area;

2. Disturbance (e.g., trampling, collecting) of individual plants or loss of habitat; and

3. Changes in hydrology where the taxon is found.

Section7(d) - Irreversible or Irretrievable Commitment of Resources

Requires that, after initiation or reinitiation of consultation required under section 7(a)(2), the
Federal agency and any applicant shall make no irreversible or irretrievable commitment of
resources with respect to the action which has the effect of foreclosing the formulation or
implementation of any reasonable and prudent alternatives which would avoid violating section
7(a)(2). This prohibition is in force during the consultation process and continues until the
requirements of section 7(a)(2) are satisfied.

A major construction activity is a construction project, or other undertaking having similar
physical impacts, which is a major action significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment as referred to in the National Environmental Policy Act [42 U.S.C. 4332 (2)(c)].
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